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is no longer with us, his life stands as a testa-
ment to the value of hard work and a strong 
commitment to family. However, ‘‘June,’’ as he 
is fondly known, liked to believe that he led an 
ordinary life. 

He was born on September 7, 1923 in 
Union County, South Carolina. He was the 
18th child of Claude C. Stewart, Sr. and Janie 
Means Stewart. Other than a 22 month stint 
serving in the U.S. Army during World War II, 
June spent most of his childhood and adult life 
in Columbia. 

For more than 40 years, he worked for 
Johnson’s Funeral Home and Palmer Memo-
rial Chapel. However, ‘‘June’’ is best remem-
bered for his service to the Columbia, South 
Carolina, Fire Department. In 1953, he was 
selected one of the first eight African Ameri-
cans to work at the department. Hard work 
and dedication enabled June to rise through 
the ranks and become the first black Engineer, 
Captain, Battalion Chief and Assistant Chief. 
In June 1989, he retired as Assistant Chief 
after 36 years of service. 

Outside work, ‘‘June’’ was a dedicated 
member of Second Calvary Baptist Church 
were he served on the Deacon Board. He was 
also a member of Masonic Lodge #47 and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Until his death, June was married to Bertha 
Williams Stewart for 46 years. They had two 
children. Their son, Claude David, pre-
deceased his father. Their daughter, 
Claudette, married Leonard Hampton and has 
one son, Terrance Claude Hampton, whom 
‘‘June’’ affectionately called his ‘‘Man.’’

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join with me and 
my fellow South Carolinians from the Colum-
bia area as we pay tribute to Claude C. Stew-
art, Jr. ‘‘June’’ showed us how to turn the 
glory in an ordinary life into the extraordinary. 
He will be sorely missed.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the life of a great American, Ann Mel-
lon, from my hometown, Worcester, Massa-
chusetts. Ann was an amazing woman. She 
was known throughout the community as 
mother to all those in need, loving all children 
no matter whose they were. 

Working with Catholic Charities she served 
as a foster mother to over 116 children whom 
she loved with all her heart and being. It is my 
opinion that the whole world is a better place 
because of her work. 

A loving wife and mother, Ann was a nurse 
and caregiver to all those who needed care. 
She gave enduringly of herself, always with 
compassion and most of all love. She was a 
happy person, always laughing with the chil-
dren she loved so dearly. Her door was al-
ways opened to the hungry. She was always 
able to provide them with a meal, a laugh, and 
a good dose of the best medicine of all, the 
medicine of the heart. Mr. Speaker, today I 
join her family and friends, as well as the en-
tire Worcester community, in mourning her 
passing.
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Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Consumer Access to a Re-
sponsible Accounting of Trade Act of 2000. 

This bill aims to give Americans the same 
information about diamonds that they have 
about other products they buy. I believe it is 
information that may be of increasing interest 
to them, as attention focuses on some re-
gions’ reliance on diamonds to fuel wars there. 
This link between dirty diamonds and war is at 
the root of much evil in Africa today. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to make it clear that 
war—and not diamonds—is the root of these 
evils. Botswana went from the poorest country 
in the world to become one of Africa’s greatest 
success stories—a success built on the care-
ful investment of diamond revenues in the na-
tion’s people. In Namibia and South Africa, 
too, diamonds have been the fuel for tremen-
dous progress. 

Sadly, and especially so for those of us who 
have hoped and worked for a brighter future 
for all Africans, fighting is again overshad-
owing prospects for progress in several other 
African nations. In two—Liberia and Sierra 
Leone—peace agreements have stopped most 
of the fighting; in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, a fragile cease-fire is holding so far; 
and in Angola, war threatens to drag on for 
some time. In all four countries, revenues from 
diamond mining have fueled these wars and 
made their continuation possible. 

Sierra Leone is a dramatic example: Rebels 
there went from a rag-tag bunch of 400 sol-
diers, to a formidable force numbering more 
than 20,000. The revenues from the diamond 
mines they seized ensured they never wanted 
for the best in weapons or gear, and they en-
abled these butchers to cut off the hands and 
arms of civilians in punishment for casting bal-
lots. In all, $200 million a year in diamond ex-
ports funded the bloodshed that killed 50,000 
people in Sierra Leone this decade. 

Angola’s seemingly endless war is another 
example. Rebels again are waging the war 
that has cost a million people their lives, has 
driven more than a million from their homes in 
the past year, and now threatens two million 
with famine. Their weapons, including land 
mines that make Angola the deadliest place in 
the world, are purchased with diamond reve-
nues totaling nearly $4 billion this decade. 

Through their greed and craven brutality, 
rebels and dealers in dirty diamonds risk tar-
nishing the appeal of diamonds to consumers, 
and their promise to impoverished African na-
tions. I believe the CARAT Act will help pro-
tect these democracies from the shame that 
these outlaws are bringing to the diamond 
trade. 

The information my bill provides to con-
sumers can be given without hesitation by 
those trading in diamonds mined in Botswana, 
South Africa, Namibia, Canada, Australia, and 
Russia. It will reassure Americans that the 
symbols of love and commitment they cherish 

were never darkened by the shadows of ma-
chetes or land mines, and that their invest-
ment was not used to buy guns or bombs. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the efforts of Glob-
al Witness, a coalition of human rights organi-
zations working to draw worldwide attention to 
the link between the illicit trade in diamonds 
and wars in Africa. The ‘‘Fatal Transactions’’ 
campaign they have launched is a responsible 
effort, one that aims to shield those engaged 
in legitimate trade from public outrage. That is 
very important, because activists will play a 
crucial role in shaping public opinion about the 
diamond trade. If diamonds go the way of 
fur—if they become a pariah product in the 
eyes of many consumers—democracy in 
Southern Africa could be shaken, and regional 
stability put at risk. I am heartened that Global 
Witness’ member organizations are exercising 
greater caution to ensure this does not hap-
pen. I hope that, by giving consumers informa-
tion they can use to understand this issue, my 
bill will provide another safeguard. 

I also hope this legislation will support work 
on this issue by policymakers, and I commend 
to our colleagues’ attention the efforts of our 
State Department, of Secretary Albright, of 
Britain’s Robin Cook, of Canada’s Robert 
Fowler, and of the many experts in govern-
ment, non-government, and business organi-
zations working to sever the link between war 
and gems. 

The supply-side approach they are taking 
offers the promise of a global solution, and I 
hope they succeed. In the meantime, how-
ever, the United States can play a bigger role 
in this noble effort. In fact, the way to have the 
most constructive impact might be by exer-
cising our purchasing power wisely. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans buy 65 percent of 
the gem-quality diamonds sold worldwide, 
making us a force the market must reckon 
with. Insisting that our consumers are in-
formed of the original source of diamonds sold 
to them will send a wake-up call to the dia-
mond industry. It will encourage countries and 
businesses in Africa to use their influence to 
end the wars that wreak so much havoc on 
that continent before those wars give dia-
monds a bad name. And it will help protect the 
democratic nations that are using their dia-
mond revenues for the good of their people. 

Mr. Speaker, in the past decade our Nation 
has spent nearly $2 billion in humanitarian aid 
to people who live in the nations where ‘‘con-
flict diamonds’’ are fueling wars. Over the 
same period, at least three times that much 
was siphoned away from those same nations’ 
diamond mines; too much of it was spent on 
weapons that cost millions of Africans their 
lives and limbs, and reversed years of eco-
nomic progress their countries had made. 

Where would these nations be without those 
wars? The contrast between Botswana, which 
invested its diamonds in its people, and Sierra 
Leone, which invested them in war, is striking. 

Africans in Botswana live to age 52, on av-
erage; in Sierra Leone, they die at age 35. 

In Botswana, 7 in 10 people can read; in Si-
erra Leone, 7 in 10 cannot. 

In Botswana, annual per capita income is 
nearly $6,000; in Sierra Leone, it is just over 
$600. 

Mr. Speaker, as Members of Congress we 
have a civic responsibility to invest our tax-
payers’ money wisely. We also have a moral 

VerDate jul 14 2003 08:16 Jun 24, 2004 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR99\E01NO9.000 E01NO9


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T16:29:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




